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by Douglas R Johnson
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| am very pleased to have nade an acquai ntance of a Msl em
spokesperson at a recent Ecunenical gathering.

| am al so pl eased how that person forcefully disavowed the
terrorists who are currently a scourge upon Islam | | ook
forward to this being done nore publicly than in a cl osed group
as was the case.

| disagree with the Ecunenical concept of “1I'm OK Your K’
| favor nore of an apol ogetics approach.

By this | nmean that while we each have the right to believe
what we wi sh, we also have the right to proclaimour beliefs to
whonever will [isten.

The effectiveness such an activity is based on |ogic and
authority along with enotion and the intervention of God.

My knowl edge if Islamis very limted. It is based on ny
hi gh school history classes sone nany decades ago.

My know edge of Christianity however is based on ny personal
reading of the Bible. In the last 12 years, |’'ve read through
the entire Bible 8 tines. Most of the reading were fromthe King
Janmes version as | have been an Evangelical Protestant until very
recently.

| woul d suggest two books:

1. Answering Islamby Norman L Geisler and Abdul
Sal eeb, 2" Edition, Baker Books.

2. Cat echism of the Catholic Church, 2" Edition,
United States Catholic Conference, 3211 Fourth
Street NE, Washington, DC 20017.

Bot h books are avail abl e through Barnes and Nobel for about
$15 each.

| find the nost concise explanation of Christianity can be
found in Scripture. The first is St. Peter speaking on the day
of Pentecost:



“14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up
his voice, and said unto them Ye nen of Judaea, and all ye
that dwell at Jerusalem be this known unto you, and hearken
to ny words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose,
seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is
t hat whi ch was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shal
cone to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of
my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shal | prophesy, and your young nmen shall see visions, and
your old nen shall dream dreans: 18 And on ny servants and
on ny handnmaidens | will pour out in those days of ny
Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will shew wonders
i n heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; bl ood, and
fire, and vapour of snoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into
dar kness, and the nmoon into bl ood, before the great and
not abl e day of the Lord conme: 21 And it shall come to pass,
t hat whosoever shall call on the nanme of the Lord shall be
saved. 22 Ye nen of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of
Nazareth, a nman approved of God anbng you by mracles and
wonders and signs, which God did by himin the m dst of you,
as ye yourselves also know. 23 H m being delivered by the
determ nate counsel and foreknow edge of God, ye have taken
and by w cked hands have crucified and slain: 24 Wom God
hat h rai sed up, having | oosed the pains of death: because it
was not possible that he should be holden of it. 25 For
Davi d speaketh concerning him | foresaw the Lord al ways
before ny face, for he is on ny right hand, that | should
not be noved: 26 Therefore did ny heart rejoice, and ny
tongue was gl ad; noreover also ny flesh shall rest in hope:
27 Because thou wilt not |eave nmy soul in hell, neither wlt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28 Thou hast
made known to nme the ways of life; thou shalt nake nme full
of joy with thy countenance. 29 Men and brethren, let ne
freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this
day. 30 Therefore being a prophet, and know ng that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his |oins,
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on
his throne; 31 He seeing this before spake of the
resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption. 32 This Jesus hath God
rai sed up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore being
by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the
Fat her the prom se of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth
this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not
ascended into the heavens: but he saith hinself, The Lord
said unto ny Lord, Sit thou on nmy right hand, 35 Until
make thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all the house



of Israel know assuredly, that God hath nade the sane Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” [Acts 2:14-
35]

The second is after the healing of the | ane man:

“12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people,
Ye nen of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why | ook ye so
earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we
had made this man to wal k? 13 The God of Abraham and of
| saac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified
his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied himin the
presence of Pilate, when he was determned to let himago. 14
But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a
nmurderer to be granted unto you; 15 And killed the Prince of
life, whom God hath raised fromthe dead; whereof we are
W tnesses. 16 And his nane through faith in his nane hath
made this man strong, whomye see and know. yea, the faith
which is by himhath given himthis perfect soundness in the
presence of you all. 17 And now, brethren, | wot that
t hrough ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 18 But
t hose things, which God before had shewed by the nouth of
all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so
fulfilled. 19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the tinmes of refreshing
shall cone fromthe presence of the Lord. 20 And he shal
send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 21
Whom t he heaven nust receive until the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by the nmouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began. 22 For Moses truly said
unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto ne; himshall ye hear
in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23 And it
shall cone to pass, that every soul, which will not hear
t hat prophet, shall be destroyed from anong the people. 24
Yea, and all the prophets from Sanuel and those that follow
after, as many as have spoken, have |ikew se foretold of
t hese days. 25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of
t he covenant which God nmade with our fathers, saying unto
Abraham And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth
be bl essed. 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son
Jesus, sent himto bless you, in turning away every one of
you fromhis iniquities.” [Acts 3:12-26]

Pet er was brought before the religious | eaders and repli ed:

“8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto
them Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 9 If we



this day be exam ned of the good deed done to the inpotent
man, by what nmeans he is nade whole; 10 Be it known unto you
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the nane of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whomye crucified, whom God rai sed
fromthe dead, even by himdoth this man stand here before
you whole. 11 This is the stone which was set at nought of
you builders, which is becone the head of the corner. 12
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
ot her nane under heaven gi ven anong nen, whereby we nust be
saved” [Acts 4:8-12]

The next is the deacon Stephen just before he becane the
first Christian martyr:

“2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken;
The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he
was in Mesopotam a, before he dwelt in Charran, 3 And said
unto him Get thee out of thy country, and fromthy Kkindred,
and cone into the land which | shall shew thee. 4 Then cane
he out of the |land of the Chal daesans, and dwelt in Charran:
and fromthence, when his father was dead, he renoved him
into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 5 And he gave hi m none
inheritance in it, no, not so nuch as to set his foot on:
yet he prom sed that he would give it to himfor a
possession, and to his seed after him when as yet he had no
child. 6 And God spake on this wi se, That his seed should
sojourn in a strange |and; and that they should bring them
i nto bondage, and entreat themevil four hundred years. 7
And the nation to whomthey shall be in bondage will I
judge, said God: and after that shall they conme forth, and
serve nme in this place. 8 And he gave himthe covenant of
circuncti sion: and so Abraham begat |saac, and circuntised
himthe eighth day; and |saac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat
the twelve patriarchs. 9 And the patriarchs, noved with
envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him 10 And
delivered himout of all his afflictions, and gave him
favour and wi sdomin the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and
he made hi m governor over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now
there cane a dearth over all the |land of Egypt and Chanaan,
and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance.
12 But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he
sent out our fathers first. 13 And at the second tinme Joseph
was made known to his brethren; and Joseph's kindred was
made known unto Pharaoh. 14 Then sent Joseph, and called his
father Jacob to him and all his kindred, threescore and
fifteen souls. 15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died,
he, and our fathers, 16 And were carried over into Sychem
and laid in the sepul chre that Abraham bought for a sum of



noney of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem 17 But when
the tinme of the prom se drew nigh, which God had sworn to
Abraham the people grew and nmultiplied in Egypt, 18 Till
anot her king arose, which knew not Joseph. 19 The sane dealt
subtilly with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers,
so that they cast out their young children, to the end they
m ght not live. 20 In which tinme Mdses was born, and was
exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father's house three
mont hs: 21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took
hi m up, and nouri shed himfor her own son. 22 And Mboses was
|l earned in all the wi sdomof the Egyptians, and was m ghty
in words and in deeds. 23 And when he was full forty years
old, it cane into his heart to visit his brethren the
children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer wong,
he defended him and avenged hi mthat was oppressed, and
snote the Egyptian: 25 For he supposed his brethren would
have understood how that God by his hand woul d deliver them
but they understood not. 26 And the next day he shewed

hi msel f unto them as they strove, and woul d have set them at
one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wong
one to another? 27 But he that did his nei ghbour w ong

t hrust hi m away, saying, Wio nmade thee a ruler and a judge
over us? 28 WIt thou kill nme, as thou diddest the Egyptian
yesterday? 29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a
stranger in the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. 30
And when forty years were expired, there appeared to himin
the wilderness of nmount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flane
of fire in a bush. 31 Wien Modses saw it, he wondered at the
sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the
LORD cane unto him 32 Saying, | amthe God of thy fathers,
the God of Abraham and the God of |saac, and the God of
Jacob. Then Moses trenbl ed, and durst not behol d. 33 Then
said the Lord to him Put off thy shoes fromthy feet: for
the place where thou standest is holy ground. 34 | have

seen, | have seen the affliction of ny people which is in
Egypt, and | have heard their groaning, and am cone down to
deliver them And now cone, | wll send thee into Egypt. 35

This Moses whom t hey refused, saying, Wio made thee a ruler
and a judge? the sane did God send to be a ruler and a
deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to himin
t he bush. 36 He brought themout, after that he had shewed
wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea,
and in the wlderness forty years. 37 This is that Mses,
whi ch said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto
me; himshall ye hear. 38 This is he, that was in the church
in the wilderness with the angel which spake to himin the
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively



oracles to give unto us: 39 To whom our fathers would not
obey, but thrust himfromthem and in their hearts turned
back again into Egypt, 40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to
go before us: for as for this Mses, which brought us out of
the I and of Egypt, we wot not what is beconme of him 41 And
they nmade a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto
the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 42
Then God turned, and gave themup to worship the host of
heaven; as it is witten in the book of the prophets, O ye
house of Israel, have ye offered to nme slain beasts and
sacrifices by the space of forty years in the w |l derness? 43
Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Ml och, and the star of
your god Renphan, figures which ye made to worship them and
| will carry you away beyond Babylon. 44 Qur fathers had the
tabernacle of witness in the w | derness, as he had

appoi nted, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it
according to the fashion that he had seen. 45 Wi ch al so our
fathers that canme after brought in with Jesus into the
possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the
face of our fathers, unto the days of David; 46 Wo found
favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the
God of Jacob. 47 But Sol onon built himan house. 48 Howbeit
the nost Hi gh dwelleth not in tenples made with hands; as
saith the prophet, 49 Heaven is ny throne, and earth is ny
footstool: what house will ye build nme? saith the Lord: or
what is the place of nmy rest? 50 Hath not ny hand nade al

t hese things? 51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircuntised in heart
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Chost: as your
fathers did, so do ye. 52 Wich of the prophets have not
your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which
shewed before of the com ng of the Just One; of whomye have
been now the betrayers and nmurderers: 53 Who have received
the | aw by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.
54 \Wen they heard these things, they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed on himwth their teeth. 55 But he, being
full of the Holy Ghost, |ooked up stedfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right
hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, | see the heavens opened,
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 57
Then they cried out wwth a | oud voice, and stopped their
ears, and ran upon himw th one accord, 58 And cast hi m out
of the city, and stoned him and the w tnesses |aid down
their clothes at a young man's feet, whose nane was Saul. 59
And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord
Jesus, receive ny spirit. 60 And he kneel ed down, and cried
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” [Acts 7:2-60]



Jews:

The foll om ng passage is the Apostle Paul speaking to non-

“22 Then Paul stood in the mdst of Mars' hill, and
said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all things ye are
too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your
devotions, | found an altar with this inscription, TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom t herefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare | unto you. 24 God that nmade the world and al
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwel l eth not in tenples made with hands; 25 Neither is
wor shi pped with nmen's hands, as though he needed any thing,
seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath nmade of one blood all nations of nen for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determ ned the
ti mes before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they m ght feel
after him and find him though he be not far fromevery one
of us: 28 For in himwe |ive, and nove, and have our being;
as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also
his offspring. 29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is |like unto
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's devi ce.
30 And the tinmes of this ignorance God w nked at; but now
commandeth all nmen every where to repent: 31 Because he
hat h appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordai ned; wher eof
he hath given assurance unto all nen, in that he hath raised
himfromthe dead. 32 And when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead, sone nocked: and others said, W
w Il hear thee again of this matter.” [Acts 17:22-32]

Lastly is Paul speaking to Jews:

“1l Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye ny defence which
| make now unto you. 02 (And when they heard that he spake
in the Hebrew tongue to them they kept the nore sil ence:
and he saith,) 03 | amverily a man which ama Jew, born in
Tarsus, a city in Clicia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Ganaliel, and taught according to the perfect
manner of the law of the fathers, and was zeal ous toward
God, as ye all are this day. 04 And | persecuted this way
unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both nmen
and wonen. 05 As also the high priest doth bear ne w tness,
and all the estate of the elders: fromwhomalso | received
letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring
t hem whi ch were there bound unto Jerusalem for to be
puni shed. 06 And it canme to pass, that, as | nade ny



j ourney, and was cone ni gh unto Damascus about noon,
suddenly there shone from heaven a great |ight round about
me. 07 And | fell unto the ground, and heard a voi ce saying
unto nme, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou ne? 08 And |
answered, Wo art thou, Lord? And he said unto ne, | am
Jesus of Nazareth, whomthou persecutest. 09 And they that
were with me saw i ndeed the light, and were afraid; but they
heard not the voice of himthat spake to ne. 10 And | said,
What shall | do, LORD? And the Lord said unto ne, Arise, and
go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of al

t hi ngs which are appointed for thee to do. 11 And when
could not see for the glory of that light, being | ed by the
hand of themthat were with me, | cane into Damascus. 12
And one Anani as, a devout man according to the |law, having a
good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 13 Cane unto
me, and stood, and said unto ne, Brother Saul, receive thy
sight. And the sane hour | | ooked up upon him 14 And he
said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shoul dest know his will, and see that Just One, and

shoul dest hear the voice of his nmouth. 15 For thou shalt be
his witness unto all nmen of what thou hast seen and heard.
16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the nanme of the Lord. 17 And
it cane to pass, that, when | was cone again to Jerusal em
even while | prayed in the tenple, | was in a trance; 18
And saw hi m sayi ng unto ne, Make haste, and get thee quickly
out of Jerusalem for they will not receive thy testinony
concerning ne. 19 And | said, Lord, they know that I

i nprisoned and beat in every synagogue themthat believed on
thee: 20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed,
| al so was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and
kept the rainment of themthat slew him 21 And he said unto
me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the
Gentiles. 22 And they gave himaudi ence unto this word, and
then lifted up their voices, and said, Anay wth such a
fellow fromthe earth: for it is not fit that he should
live.” [Acts 22:1-22]

| would normally suggest one start reading the Bible with
t he New Testanment book of John then go back Matthew and read the
New Testanent through. Only then read the A d Testanent.

| am suggesting sonething different because of Mosl ens
know edge of Abraham | suggest reading the entire book of
Cenesi s which described the begi nning through Abrahamto Mses.
Then | suggest the New Testanent, especially Hebrews which
expl ains the relationship of Abraham w th Ml chi sedec whi ch one
woul d have al ready | earned about in Genesis.



Now, understand that | amnot a Jew but | obviously know
nore about the Jews of the Bible than many of today’'s Jews.

If you are a Moslemit is probably because your parents were
Mosl em and rai sed you such. Do you wi sh to stay Moslem for that
reason or do you wi sh to make deci sions based on your own
i nvestigation?

| nyself was raised as an Evangelical Protestant.
switched to be a Roman Cat holic based on ny research and study of
the Scripture.

| don’t know whether you would like to discuss this further
or if you actually read all of these pages. But if you would
like to dialog, | amat your service.

The Scripture | quoted above is fromthe King Janes version.
Be free to conpare this to any translation of your choice and you
wll see how close all translations are.



